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III. On the Contact of Curves, By William Spottiswoode, M.A, F,B.S, 



Beceived October 15, — ^Eead November 21, 1861. 



Let U=0 be the equation to the curve with which the curve V=0 has an " m-pointic 
contact ;"' in other words, let the curves U and V have m consecutive points in common. 
The degree of contact of which V is capable is equal to the number of independent con- 
stants contained in its equation ; i, e, to the number of terms in its complete expression, 

less one. Thus if n be the degree of V, the degree of contact will be =- ^2 ^"""l- 

If the curves TJ and V have only a single point in common, then the only conditions 



are 



U=:0, V=0. 



(1-) 



If they have two consecutive points in common, then beside (1.) we have also 



^^-j---^ ^^^___ (^z=0^ 



dw 



dy 



dz 



^^+^%+-;^^^=0 



dx ""* "^ dy "'^ ' dz 

which, as is well known, lead to the conditions 

SU BU su 



(2-) 



dx ' dy ' dz 

BV BV BV 

' dos dy ' dz ^ ^ 



> 



(3.) 



and if V be linear, ^ilx-^my-^-nz^ (3.) will suffice to determine the ratios l\m\n^ and 
fix the position of the tangent V. The conditions (3.) may be expressed by a single 
equation thus : if a, j3, y be any arbitrary quantities, then the equation 
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/3 
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BU 


BU 


BU 


dx 


dy 


dz 


BV 


BV 


BV 



0, 



(4.) 



dx dy dz 

considered as identical in a, j3, 7, may be regarded as an expression for the required 
conditions. 

The developed form of (4.) is 



"^ dy 

MDCCCLXII. 



BU ^BU\ d\ / BU BU\ BV . /^BU BU\ BV 

+ U-X— 



-/3 



dz I dx 






dz 



' dx J dy 



+ (/3' 



dx 



w 



dy ] dz 



0; 



(5.) 
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so that, writing 

' dy ^ dz J dx'^s^ dz ' dx J dy "^ \y dx dy j dz ' ' ' ^ *^ 

the effect of the operation D upon V is equivalent to the elimination of dx^ dy^ dz^ 
from (1.) and their differentials (2.), and is expressed by the equation 

nv=o (7.) 

If the curves have three consecutive points in common, we have, in addition to former 
conditions, 

-j~d^s+'-r-dy+-r-d^z+~r^a^^-4'-rrdy + -j-j-dydz-{"T-rdzdx+-i-Tdxdy 1=0, 

dx ^ dy ^ ^ dz ' dx^ ' dy^ *^ ' dz'^ * \dydz *^ ' a^'flb ' a^ay -^y ' 

from which dx^ dy^ dz^ d^x, d^y^ d^z are to be eliminated by the help of (1.) and 
(2.), or (3.). Instead, however, of differentiating (2.), we may differentiate (3.), or, 
what is the same thing, (4.); and we shall then have an expression free from d^Xj 
d^y^ d^z» 

The results of the elimination may, moreover, in this case be grouped into a single 
expression. Writing for convenience 

dy dz'^ dz dy~^^' dz dx dx dz—^^' dx dy dy dx"-^^' ' ' * V^'i 

(3.) may be expressed by any two of the equations 

D,V=0, D,V=0, D3V=0 (10.) 

Differentiating these and combining their differentials with the first of (2.), we may form 
the quadratic system, 

D?V =0 D.D^VzziO DAV^O 

D,D,V=0 D^V =0 D,D3V=0 I (11.) 

D3D,V=0 D3D,V=0 D^V =0, 

all of which are comprised in the one equation 

And generally, by a similar train of reasoning, the constants of a curve V, having an 
w-pointic contact with U, will be determined by the equations 

v=o, nv=o, .. n'^v=0; ........ (is 

and if 

V=(<z, J, . . hyx^ y, zY 

=:«9V^BV av^ (14 

aa ' db ^ dk 



V 



(8. 
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then 






a 



da 
da 



a 



db 

BV 
db 



• • L~j 



dk 

BV 



I — I TO— 1 Iri I — 1 TO— 1 zL_ 



D 



dk 



(15.) 



The equations (11.) are, however, not all independent. In the first place, as in (10.) 
any one o£ the three equations is a consequence of the other two, so in (12.) any one 
column or row is a consequence of the other two. Secondly, if any pair of binary com- 
binations of the Ds, e. g. DiD^V and DgDjV, be developed, they will, with the help of 
(10.) or (3.), be found identical. This reduces the system (12.) to three independent 
conditions, of which 

D?V=0, D,D,V=0, D^V=0 (16.) 

is a type; as it should do. These three equations will suffice to determine the three 
independent constants of V, when it is capable of a 3-pointic contact, and no more, 
with U. 

The actual calculations may be considerably simplified by using, instead of (13.), the 
following system, 

V=0, DV=0, D^V=0 

(where, as before, D stands for any one of the symbols D^, D^, D3). Of this system (16.) 
is a consequence. 

By way of example, we have for the ordinary tangent 



whence 



a : h \ € 
CO y % 

D^ J}y Idz 
•yjyz—zDy : zDoc—wDz : wDy 



* * 



•^D^ 



(17.) 



-— • 'if — — - -4- ^ ~:r— * 

^ dy ^^ dz • 

_dU . W dU 

dx ' dy * dz' 



'X 



dU 



diy • 



X 



dz 



• • 



(18.) 



The equation of the circle of curvature may be put in the 

h'f-\-'l{ayz-\-hzx-\-cxy)—^ ; 



to which are to be added, 



AD r^-f 2(aD yz-\-hTi zx-\-cD xy)- 
ADV+2(aDy+5D'z*+<?D'^«/) 

ft2 



0, 
:0, 
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whence 



h : a : b : c 



also 



Br" 



%2 



2Bzs 

2D^Zir 



2xy 
2'Docy 



(19.) 



Br' 






9U 



I>V'=2{(f)-+(^)>2(.Df 






D«/2 = 



^ dy ~^ dz ' 



^y ds" 



^2/ 






BU 



Moreover the minors formed from the first two rows of the matrix, and from the 
columns below written, have the following values : — 



T^ , 1yZ'=^x\—{y^—%^) 



BU 

dx 



+^^v 



■xz 



r^ , lzx=xK -~y^~d^ — {z'—o^) 



dy 



-\-yz 



BU 

dz 

BU1 



/V%'i 



, 2^3^= J 



2iP 



BU 

dx 



BU , , ,vBU 



whence, finally, 



22^?, 2iry=2af-^, 
2xy, 2yz=2xf~^, 
2yz, 2zx=2xz^-^; 



h : a: b : c 
_.^BU BU BU 2^yz -g 



<fe rfy fife ' (» — 1) 



2 



: 2 



BU 

dx 



X 



'f)'+ei)>( ^-^-')<^H 






. . . (20.) 



where H is the Hessian of U. 
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Proceeding by the same principles, we shall have merely to replace D by D in (15.), 
and there will result a system of expressions for the constants of the curve V having an 
M-pointic contact with a given curve U. 

The following method of reduction may sometimes be used with advantage. Let 
f , ^, ^, . . <p, X, -^ stand for the powers and products of the variables forming the various 
terms of V. Then the coefficients of the curve V having an m-pointic contact with U 
will be proportional to the determinants of which the following is a type : 



But this 



fl . . 



-2D 



W-2J 






y) 



• • • 



Cj . . 



^ 



%l/. 



-2D»-=SD 






(-j^SD-"-^! D2 D'^-^'^^D 



:(-f2D»-^| 2 D 



w— 3 



jj 



D' 






• • 



^ • • 



X 



^ 



=(_)'»-^ SD""-^! 2D™-'?? .. 2D(p D»-^ 



Dx D^|/ 

X -^ 

In the case of the conic of 5-pointic contact this becomes 



2DV2Dy2D2^D' 



2'Dzx 2T>xy 

zx xy 



n 



• • « 



t • • 



• • ' • (21-) 



I now proceed to the calculation of the conic of 6-pointic contact. This may be 
eifected by any of the three methods indicated above, viz. (l)by means of the symbol D, 
getting out the factors (as+jSy+'yzy; (2) by means of the symbols D; (3) by the 
reduced formula (21.). As most of the steps have been calculated by two methods, I 
subjoin some of the leading formulae and transformations which occur in the process. 
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Writing for convenience 

' ay ^ as ^ as * ax ^ ax ay 

and putting 

V= {ahcfghyxyzf^ 

the general expressions (13.) become 
0= {phcfgfi^xyzf^ 

= ?>{ahcfghX D X D f^ D ^XX^v) + {ahcfghX n 'X D > D 'i^X^y^), 

= ?>{ahcfghX D X D /^ D v)^+ ^{abcfgh\ D 'X D > D 'v^Xf^v) + {ahcfghX D 'X D > D '^X^f)' 

whence 

a:h: c:f: g\h=' 

3(nxf+4xn'x+^n'x . . 6n^nv+4(//.n'^+^n»+2/n'i'+2;n> . 
3xnx+^n'x . . ^i/.uv+vn^)+yn^v+zn^^^ 

x^+^nx . . 2(hV'\'ynv+zn^ . . (22.) 

^X . . yi^-^-zv 

w^ y^ z^ 2yz 2zx 2xy, 

The most convenient method for developing these formulae is to begin with forming the 
15 minors derived from the last two lines ; and by means of them, the 20 minors derived 
from the last three lines ; and so on. It may be noticed that in order to pass to the 
corresponding expressions in D, e, g. Dj, it is only necessary to make |3=0, 7=0, and to 
divide out the as. This gives 

The results of the calculations are as follow : the third minors, formed from the two 
lower lines of (22.), and from the columns the lower constituents of which alone are 
written down, will be 

f, z'^=-yz-j^, z\ x'=^zx-^, x\ f^-^xy-^. 

2zx, 2xy=2x^^, 2xy, 2yz=2f^, 2yz, 2zx=2z^^. 

x\ 2yz=:x {y^-z^^, oc\ 2zx=x'-^ x\ 2xy=-x 
2 o 2SU , ^ / BU BU\ , ^ ,BU 

2 o 2SU , ^ 2^U , ^ / BIJ BU\ 



ds 
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Similarly, for the second minors, 

%xz^ 2yz^ z^ 






!f, 2yz, 2zx=2(-^J ~^—zxXn—l)-^B., 



a?, 2xy, 1yz—1-^(j^ —yx\n—\)-^^, 
2xy, f,2zx = 2(^-^)-^-xyXn'-l)-m, 



2xz, f,2yz=2-^(j^^ -zy%n-l)-'B., 



2xy, 2yz, z^ =2 



BUybU 

<& ) dy 



—yz^n—iy^S., 



2zx,2xy, z^ = 2 -^ ( -^ j — xz\n — 1 )-' H, 



f , z\ 2yz = 
y^ , z^ , 2zx=.— 



f, z\ 2xy= — 



dx 



f/BUVBU 

dx J dy 






z\ ,;^2y.=-{(^)^^^-.M»■ 



-i)-^hI 



Z ^ SO . J ^ZJb 



z^ ^ ^^ , 2xy= — 



0?% / 5 2p = 



YBUv 

di/ J 






^(f)^^+-^(-irH}, 



¥)^W+^/(^-l)-^H 



^% ^^ , 2zx = -{f^y ^^x^yin-iym 



x^, y% 2xy= ( 



BUV 



«% / , z' 



aw dy dz *^ ^ ^ 



2yz, 2zx, 2xy=:-2^'^^-2xyz{n-lYm. 
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Similarly, for the first minors, 






' «^ ' ' dySdyXdzdx doo dz 



3H 



^y &?flf^ tZ-s- dxdy 

BU B^J _BIJ BfU\ 
6/^ dydx dx dydzjV 



W 






, 2^ 2za^ 2a^ ^BU|BU/BU BH_BU BH 

" ' ' "" ' " dx\dy\dz dx dx dz 



3H 



dx dzdy dy dzdx j j 

BU BHJ^BU BfU\ 

^^ dydx dx dydz J 



BU /BU BH _BU BH\ /BU B^U BU B^U\ 

dz y & «?«/ dy dx J't' 



f, z% 2xy, 2yz= 



^/SU /BU BH__BU BH\ 

dx\^dx I «fe <fe dx dz } 



y\ z^, 2zx, 2yz=- 



BU jBU /BU BH_BU BH 

dw\^dx\ dx dy dy dx 



z^^ (f. 2^y, 2zx=^ 



BU 

dy 



% \ dy dz dz dy 



dx dzdy dy dzdx J 
dz dx^ dx dxdzj y 

-BU yu_BU yu 

dx dxdy dy dx"^ 

'BU B^_BU B'U 

dy dydz dz dy'^ J j ' 






ti Jul 



-3H 



' ' ^'' ^ dy]^dz\dx dy dy dx J \ dx dzdy dy dzdx J 



BU/BU BH_M^ M 

dx \ dy dz dz dy 



+ 3H 



BU B^ BU B^U 

dy dxdz dz dxdy^ 



'izx 






2' 



z^, x^, 2yz, 2zx=^ 



dy 



BU/BU BH 

dy \ dx dy 



BU BH\ 

dy dx J 



iB.m m 



BU B'U 



dx dy'^ dy dydx^ 



W 



' "^ ' ' ^ dz y dz \ dy dz dz dy 

^ U fBU /BU BH_MZ W 

dz \ dz dx dx dz 



BUT 

x\ y\ 2yz, 2ocy = -^| 



-3H 



3H 



-BU B^U 

dy dz'^ 



BU B"U\ 

dz dzdy J 



^^5 ^^, 2yz^ 2zw = 



BU 

dz 



BU/BU BH_BUBH 

dx {dy dz dz dy 



oJlL 



BU BHJ_BU B^U ' 

dz dzdx dx dz^ 

_BU B^U 

dy dxdz dz dxdy 



'BUB'U 



) 



l^/BU BH_BU BH\ gjj /BU BHJ 

dy { dz dx dx dz J '^ ' 



\ dz dydx 



BUB^UX 

dx dydz I 






) 



BU BU/BU BH BUBH 



2yz, 2zx, 2wy, ^=2-^ ^(^-^ "^-^ "^ 



3H 



2yz, 2zx, 2xy, y^=2 



2yz, 2zx, 2xy, z^ =2 



BU BU/BU BH_BU BH 

dz dx \ dz dx dx dz 



BUVB^ 
dy J dz^ 

r/Bux^B^u 



BUX^B^UI 

dy^ J - 



dz 



dx dy \ dx dy dy dz 
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Proceeding to the calculation of the final expressions for the coefiicients «, h, c, f, g, Ji 

of the conic of five-pointed contact, which is given rather more in detail, we have, 

dV dJ5 dJ5 
^tmg -^=u, -^=v, -^=w, 

f=a^, 'if, z^, Izx^ ^xy=-'D^ci?{'>f, z^, 2za!, 2xy) 

+DV(^^ 22a?, 2xy, (f) 
4-DV(2zic, 2xy., x\ y^) 
+2D*2a;(2^, a?^ 2^^ 2") 

= - (3(Dw)=' + 4wD% —yVPw)v (tj D H - 3HD v ) 
+(3(l)i; )^+4wD^tj +2D'« )w(wD H— 3HD w) 

- ( xQ\ )w(wD,H - 3HD,w) 
-r ( a'D%)« (^ DiH — 3HDi'a)) 

= 3(wXDy)'-t)^(Dw)^)DH+4w(wD^«-t;D%)DH 

+ 3H { 3r)t;Dw(^Dw -wDu) + 4vw(D«D% - DwD^t?) 

— pDuD'^y — zwDwD^w + xvQ ^vJy'a-\-x'mJyjiKVPv } 
= 3(wD« - t;Dw)P( w)DH + 4wD(wD« -?;Dw)DH 

— 9(wDt; — ■?;Dw)Dt)DwH + 12t)w(D«D % — DwD^?))H 

+D^tj{w^(zDH-^D,H)- 3Hw(zDw-a^D,w) } 

+ D'w { ?;^(?/DH — irDiH) — Z'Kv{yJ!iv — ^D,?;) } 
— (M_l)-V{3D(w)HDH+4w(DH)^-9DtjDwH^} 

4-12wH(Dt;D%— DwD^-y) 

4- 3«)wHD^('wD'M)— wD«) 

- 3woH(Dt)D%-DwD't;), 

which, omitting the common factor (w— 1)"*^, 

=3D(«)HDH+4«(DH)^+9(^-l)-VH3p+9.«,OT 

+9fc^waH^-9^.«,H(^^+?|^+#^)^3.«,HD^H. 

MDCCCLXII. H 
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But 

= 3H?j(t)Dw— wDt;) -^— 3Hw(wDt)— i;Dw) -x- 

Hence, excepting the common factor (^— 1)~V5 the total expression for/ 
=9('.-l)-VH' P-3(»-l)-VH. (f f +?g f) 

-«{3H(D.H+^(a 5H+g ^+g3^) _3J^ Ha) -4(DH)-}. 

And comparing this with Mr. Cayley's expressions in arts. 14 and 15 of his memoir 
"On the Conic of Five-pointic Contact,'* in the Philosophical Transactions for 1859, 
pp. 376, 377; and bearing in mind that in his formulae we must make >c=l, [/j=0, p=0, 
in order to institute a comparison; and lastly, dividing throughout by (ti— 1)""V9H^ 
and multiplying by 2, the expression above written becomes 

q B^U 22,/BHBU bHBU\ o.BU^ 

- dydz~SU\di/ dz'^dz ^2/ / % ^^ ' 

which is in fact the coefficient of YZ in his general formula, viz. 

The identity of the expressions for/", as deduced by the present method, with that 
deduced by Mr. Catlby having been thus demonstrated, it is unnecessary to pursue the 
calculations further. 

The following are the principal subsidiary formulae used in the foregoing calculations. 

vBU - J.SU . .BU 

yuv^zui/i=hn'^, zn\-xnv=in^, xn(i.—yu\=iin^ 
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Also writing 

we have 
also 



BU 



BU 



BU 



°^^+°l^-7h7 + °''^ = ^^ 



dy 



dz 



j/jDv—vDi/,=ttU, vDX — \Ov=(3U, \D(J0-'iJun\='yU; 



-n- 



B^U B^U B'U BU 



dx 


dxdy 


dxdz 
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dydz 


BU 
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dz 
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{«-!) 



TT 

1 \2-»^9 



where H is the Hessian of U. The corresponding reduced form of this expression, 
L e, when a=l5 j8=05 7=0, is 



BUX^B^U 



\dz) 



9 MI MI ^ . C^y ^_ _f!_TT 
'^ </^ e?^ dydz'^\dy ) dz^ -^ '^ {n-lf^' 



dy'^ dz 

And by means of these we may deduce the following: — 

uJ)w--'Wl)u={n—l)''^wyl3L.^ u'D^V)'—wJ){Uj^n—l)~'^y^^^ uT>2'(J0—wD^u=-{n—lY^zy']3L^ 



Again, 



sBU 



.BU 



BU 



2/D,H-^D,H=3(7i-2)^H, ;sDH-a;D,H=3(;i-2)^H, a;D,H-yDH=3(w-.2)^H 



c?y dz * 



To which may be added. 



D AD ^+ D/^D ^+01^0 ^==SHA, 

D%=-(n-.l)~^^(a?^H)-3At(;, 

h2 
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uD^v -{-vDDiV -\-'wI>DiV =— (w— l)~'wH, 
wD% H-ijDDiW+wDDaW =— (to— l)~'wa?H, 

wDD,« —uDT>,v = T>{(n—l)-'yzB.}—(n—l)-'wzB., 
zDiU —yD^u =— (%— 1)-V, 



Di;Dw=-(w-l)-VH 






vw^. 



T)vD''w-J)wT>''v=.{n- 1)" v|dw ^- Dv ^ - 9[hI 



Dw 



BH 



Dt; 



BH 



BH 



whence 



^y 



+«^)} 



^ 



j2— 1 / '^ n—l 



bH . ^ BH 



dx 



mm ^ tm 



dy 



+# 



dz 




to which many others might be added. 



